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TIDAL SHORELINE STABILIZATION
Env-Wt 609

Agenda

1. Similarities/differences with previous rules

2. Introduction to general criteria

3. Analyze data

4. Techniques
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TIDAL SHORELINE STABILIZATION
Existing Rules

Env-Wt 404.04 Rip-rap.

ÅDemonstrated factors making other stabilization methods impractical

ÅPE design/stamped plan for riprap over 100 linear feet

Env-Wt 404.05 Walls.

ÅLack of space

ÅMinimize reflecting wave energy
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TIDAL SHORELINE STABILIZATION
Existing Rules

Env-Wt 404.03 Vegetative Stabilization.

(a) Natural vegetation shall be left intact to the maximum extent possible. If space 
and soil conditions allow, unstable banks shall be cut back to a flatter slope, 
seeded, and replanted with native, non-invasive trees and shrubs.

(b) If space relative to the highest observable tide line, water turbulence, and soil 
conditions allow, the project shall include vegetation of existing sand beach or 
dunes or construction of vegetated sand dunes.
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TIDAL SHORELINE STABILIZATION
Existing Rules

Work in tidal waters/ 
>100 linear feet

Major MinorMinimum

New work above 
HOTL exceeding 50 

linear feet

Repair 
work/work 
above the 

HOTL
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63 New definitions!

6 Pages of new rules specific to tidal shoreline stabilization!

TIDAL SHORELINE STABILIZATION
New Rules

Env-Wt 609
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TIDAL SHORELINE STABILIZATION
Env-Wt 609

General Criteria for Tidal Waters/Wetlands.

Projects in tidal surface waters or tidal wetlands shall:

ÅOptimize the natural function of the tidal wetland, including protection or 
restoration of habitat, water quality, and self-sustaining stability to storm surge;

ÅBe designed with a preference for living shorelines over hardened stabilization 
practices

-Env-Wt 604.03
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Work in tidal waters/ >100 
linear feet

TIDAL SHORELINE STABILIZATION
Existing Rulesvs New Rules

Work in tidal waters/ >100 
linear feet

Major 

MinorMinimum

Repairs/work above 
the HOTL & 

Restoration work
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